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FESTIVAL OVERVIEW 

Fist Full of Films is the Northern Territory’s original homegrown short film festival. Founded 
in 1999 to celebrate NT short films in all genres, Fist Full of Films Festival aims to bridge 
between the emerging filmmakers and the professional screen industry by providing a 
platform for NT made screen stories to enhance awareness, accessibility and appreciation of 
film among a broad and diverse audience. 

The festival grew over the years as the Territory film scene has matured, with over 120 
submissions in 2015 and sold-out screenings over two nights at the Deckchair Cinema. 
Unfortunately, the festival was cancelled after the 2014 festival due to funding issues. Darwin 
Community Arts has recognized the value of the festival to the emerging artists and 
filmmakers of tomorrow and has decided to support the re-establishment of Fist Full of 
Films in 2021. 

While the NT film industry grows and evolves with the growth of the Darwin International 
Film Festival and the creation of the industry level Capricornia Film Awards in recent years, it 
is important to remember that short films are an important stepping-stone for young and 
emerging filmmakers who don’t yet have the experience or budget to make a professional 
film project.  
 
Fist Full of Films Festival provides that opportunity to reach a broad audience, provide prize 
money for winners and galvanize local artists and filmmakers to work together to share local 
stories.  
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The Festival awards categories include short films in all genres including drama, comedy, 
documentary, animation, music videos and in 2021 we will include a special category for 
films made exclusively on mobile phones to connect with young filmmakers without access 
to expensive equipment or technology. In the lead up to the festival, Darwin Community Art 
will also host a series of workshops, networking events and screenings to support the 
community in gaining the skills to learn about the basics of filmmaking.  

The Festival will culminate in mid-October with a special GALAH AWARDS night with 
screenings of the award-winning films which will be earn the GOLDEN GALAH statuette. A 
second screening will take place for the general public with screenings of both award-
winning and highly commended selections.   

We are currently seeking partners and sponsors to support the festival with prizes and 
awards for the winning films, as well as opportunities to screen the films at venues such as 
Deckchair Cinema and other avenues.  

We are proud of the Northern Territory and the artists and filmmakers that share our unique 
culture and stories and Fist Full of Films will celebrate their creativity and passion.  

Your support will help make this happen.  

 
Fist Full of Films Award Categories 

Short film (scripted) 
short (documentary) 

Mobile Film Competition 
Music Video 

Acting 
Animation 

Cinematography 
Youth Prize 

Experimental/Video Art 
Indigenous Filmmakers Award 

 
KEY DATES: 

Festival Callout: 1st of August 
NT Filmmakers Networking event: Early August 

Mobile Filmmaking Workshop End of August 
Best of Fist Full of Films screening Early/Mid-September 

Submission Deadline: September 30th 
 

AWARDS NIGHT - Friday 16th October 
NOMINEES SCREENING:  Saturday 17th October 

 


